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Grade 5 Writing Scoring Rubrics (2017)

Composing/Written Expression

Score Point 4 (2017):
The writer demonstrates consistent, though not necessarily perfect, control* of the
Composing/Written Expression domain’s features. The writing at this score point level:

● Demonstrates clear, consistent focus on a central idea and addresses intended audience
and purpose.

● Fully organizes ideas in a logical manner, consistently clarifying the relationship between
ideas or events connected to the central idea or theme.

● Exhibits unity by having few if any digressions, using topic sentences and/or transitions
to connect ideas or events, and having an effective introduction and conclusion.

● Fully develops and elaborates the central idea, plot and narrative elements, or theme by
providing highly relevant or descriptive details.

● Includes sentences of various lengths and structures, demonstrating author’s style.
● Uses highly specific word choice, descriptive language, and selected information,

creating an appropriate tone and enhancing the writer's voice.

Score Point 3 (2017):
The writer demonstrates reasonable, but not consistent, control of the Composing/Written
Expression domain’s features. The writer may control some features of the domain more than
others. The writing at this score point level:

● Demonstrates a consistent focus on a central idea and attempts to address intended
audience and purpose.

● Organizes ideas in a logical manner, clarifying the relationship between ideas or events as
they connect to the central idea or theme.

● Exhibits unity by using topic sentences and/or some transitions to connect ideas or events
and having evidence of an introduction and conclusion.

● Elaborates the central idea, plot and narrative elements, or theme by providing relevant or
descriptive details.

● Includes some sentences of various lengths and structures, providing evidence of author’s
style.

● Uses specific word choice, descriptive language, and selected information, demonstrating
some evidence of tone and writer's voice.

Score Point 2 (2017):
The writer demonstrates inconsistent control of several of the Composing/Written Expression
domain’s features, indicating significant weakness. The writing at this score point level:

● Demonstrates inconsistent focus on a central idea, with limited awareness of audience
and purpose.

● Organizes ideas inconsistently, with limited evidence of relationships between ideas or
events and the connection to the central idea or theme.
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● Exhibits limited unity due to inconsistent use of topic sentences or transitions to connect
ideas and a weak introduction or conclusion.

● Provides limited elaboration of the central idea, plot and narrative elements, or theme by
listing or repeating mostly relevant details.

● Contains limited use of variety in sentence lengths and structures, with some inconsistent
attempts at author’s style.

● Contains limited word choice, descriptive language, and selected information, resulting in
an inconsistent tone and writer’s voice.

Score Point 1 (2017):
The writer demonstrates little or no control of most of the Composing/Written Expression
domain’s features. The writing at this score point level:

● Demonstrates little or no focus on a central idea and lacks awareness of audience and
purpose.

● Exhibits limited or no organization, listing ideas generally disconnected from the central
idea or theme.

● Exhibits little or no unity due to the lack of topic sentences or transitions to connect ideas
or events, with a disconnected or absent introduction and conclusion.

● Provides little or no elaboration of a central idea or plot.
● Contains sentences of repetitive or unvaried lengths and structures.
● Contains little or no specific word choice, descriptive language, or selected information,

resulting in limited or absent tone and voice.

Usage/Mechanics

Score Point 4 (2017):
The writer demonstrates consistent, though not necessarily perfect, control of the Usage and
Mechanics domain’s features. The writing at this score point level:

● Exhibits consistent control of sentence formation, avoiding fragments and run-ons.
● Exhibits consistent control of standard usage.
● Exhibits consistent control of mechanics, including punctuation, capitalization,

formatting, and spelling.

Score Point 3 (2017):
The writer demonstrates reasonable, though not necessarily consistent, control of the Usage and
Mechanics domain’s features. The writer exhibits control that outweighs occasional errors
present in the paper. The writing at this score point level:

● Exhibits reasonable control of sentence formation, avoiding fragments and run-ons.
● Exhibits reasonable control of standard usage.
● Exhibits reasonable control of mechanics, including punctuation, capitalization,

formatting, and spelling.

Score Point 2 (2017):
The writer demonstrates inconsistent control of several of the Usage and Mechanics domain’s
features. Evidence of the writer’s knowledge of the domain appears alongside frequent errors.
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The density and variety of errors outweigh the control present in the paper. The writing at this
score point level:

● Exhibits inconsistent control of sentence formation, including fragments and run-ons.
● Exhibits inconsistent control of standard usage.
● Exhibits inconsistent control of mechanics, including punctuation, capitalization,

formatting, and spelling.

Score Point 1 (2017):
The writer demonstrates little or no control of most of the Usage and Mechanics domain’s
features. Frequent and severe errors in usage and mechanics distract the reader and make the
writing hard to understand. Even when meaning is not significantly affected, the density and
variety of errors overwhelm the performance and keep it from meeting minimum standards of
competence. The writing at this score point level:

● Exhibits little or no control of sentence formation, including fragments and run-ons.
● Exhibits little or no control of standard usage.
● Exhibits little or no control of mechanics, including punctuation, capitalization,

formatting, and spelling.

* Control is the ability to use a given feature of written language effectively at the appropriate
grade level. A paper receives a higher score to the extent that it demonstrates increasing control
of the features in each domain. Anchor sets and annotations found in the Grade 5 Writing tab of
Understand Scoring elaborate the features of these rubrics.
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